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SWISS RADIO AMATEURS HELP THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

BU IEVE it or not, radio amateurs in many
countries all over the world are often a little
envious of those amateurs, who are fortun-
ate enough to have incentive licensing in
their countries, who may handle third party
traffic, operate phone-patches and immedi-
ately come into action during emergencies

Yes, in many parts of the world radio
amateur activities are only just tolerated n
various degrees by the authorities and ex-
aminations are often deliberately stiffened
to keep the numbers of those enthusiasts

*§  chemin Maurnce Ravel, 1290 VERSOIX
GENEVE, Switzerland

HBC B8, ihe Headquarters radio station of the

International Committee of the Red Cross af

Geneva, Switzerland, Planned, installed, oper-

ated and maintained by radio amateurs. It looks
familiar, doesn’t it?
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down. Of course the old and still valid argu-
ment that radio amateurs form a never-ending
reservoir of good technicians and operators
is alwavys brought forward, but if one 1s not
normally allowed to show what one could do
when necessary, it is obvious that any op-
portunity to demonstrate the radio amateurs'

useful abilities is accepted enthusiastically

Our Chance

Such an .I[\r\nrhjltlf‘. was offered to the
Radio Amateurs of Switzerland when back
in 1963 the International Committee of the
Red Cross—ICRC—was called upon to or-
ganize and operate a field hospital somew here
in Yemen, where Republican and Rovalist
partisans were fighting each other cruelly,
and where practically no medical assistance
was available. As usual in such cases, the
civilian population was also suffering very
much and the stationing of a hospital, com-
plete with operating theatre, X-ray instal-
lations power generators etc., staffed with
fully qualified physicians and other medical
personnel was a Godsend

Where There Is A Will ...

However, normal communications instal
lations to keep this medical team in constant
touch with the headquarters of the ICRC at
Geneva, Switzerland, were many hundreds
of miles away from the hospital. And that 1s
“how it all started”. Alert leaders of the Red
Cross consulted two of the most experienced
Swiss amateurs: Messrs. Kurt Ruesch, HBYET
and Edouard Maeder, HB9GM, first in re-
gard to the transmitters and receivers to be
used. The job had to be done with absolute



reliability, as the well-functioning of the en-
tire plan and the well being of the personnel
depended upon it. The task had 10 be carried
out with equipment which could be obtained
at a cost much less than that of official com-
mercial transmitters and receivers. Red Cross
organizations unfortunately never have been
very rich, and if they were, the money would
rather be spent for humanitarian purposes
than on anything else.

Secondly, personnel had to be found to
install and operate the necessary stations,
both at the field missions and at headquarters
al Geneva. And the third—and most difficult
problem—was to find and monitor frequen-
cies outside the radio amateur bands, and the
local authorities in the countries concerned
had to agree to their use for this new com-
munications service

Official Cooperation

The Swiss PTT authorities gave their full
cooperation from the very beginning and at
the request of the ICRC assigned official fre-
quencies just outside the lower band edges
of the amateur bands for two main- reasons
Firstly, the use of such frequencies was pos-
sible with norinal amateur equipment. Sec-
ondly, it was hoped that this should make the
creation of a future world-wide Red Cross
emergency service easier, as radio amateurs
everywhere—with the agreement of their own
Red Cross and their licensing authorities—
could simply use their existing equipment
for emergency contacts with the headquar-
ters station of the International Committee
of the Red Cross at Geneva

It Works!

What the amateurs always knew but what
nobody else apparently would have thought
possible: in the shortest practicable time the
new service was working. An excellent head-
quarters station was planned and installed at
Geneva by HBYET and HB9GM requested
Swiss amateurs to volunteer for short opera-
ting pertods at field missions, where they
could demonstrate their excellent knowledge
of c.w. and s.5.b. phone procedures

Danger And Privations

The work at such troublespots is of course
never without danger, as the accident with
HBSAET showed. He was wounded in the
left arm during his stay in the Yemen and his
recovery was slow. Last year Red Cross per-

The main radio station in a tent in South Yemen.

sonnel were killed during a bombing raid in
Biafra and others were wounded while on
active duty in Israeli-controlled territories.
Living conditions are often more than primi-
tive. For many months a Red Cross radio
station and living quarters were placed deep
in a hollow in the Yemen, to escape almost
daily bombing and strafings by aircraft of the
“other side”., But despite all this, there has
never been a moment when there were no
volunteers to continue the good work

Yemen, Nigerio, Biafra, Congo Etc.
Today, the system still operates to every-

After a bombing raid: motor-generator smashed,
antenna down and the transceiver out of order.
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bodvs complete satisfaction and many Swiss
imateurs have already helped to muke this
Not only
are o omain fiecld statwon and several substa-
tions still operating in the Yemen, but some

worthy idea a resounding success

time aro another main stalion was sUCcess
fullv installed at Sanmta Isabel in Equatonal
Africa. with substations in Biafra/ Nigeria

Also, much good work was done some time
Ao 1n connection with the evacuation of the
white mercenaries and their familics
Africa to Europe by a radio amateur at
Kigali. who was especially licensed to work
almost dailv with the Red Cross
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radio station

HBPAET, who was wounded in the left arm, 15
carafully placed in the ambulance after being
flown back te Switzerland.

al Gieneva. And earlier temporury communi-
cations between the Congo and Geneva were
as successful as all the others

Mission Continued World Wide
With a large rotary beam and other short
1 ntennas on
irters the
Red Cross

wave transmitting and receving
the roof of its Cseneva hi --|L‘I'.'

International Committee of the
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valuahle contribution to the success of numer-
ous Red Cross operations. Un the basis of the
experience gained Jduring the last hive years
under the

haped that the next step will lead 1o the de-
velopement of a Red Cross emergency world
will muike 1t poss

most strenuous condiions, 1t 18

network which ihle to estab-

hsh and mantain radio communications in
case of conflict or natural disaster with Red
Red Crescent. Red Lion and Sun soci-
eties all over the world

In the important tasks HBC-88, the ICRCs

shart wave headquarters station mav be called
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upon to perform. radio amateurs will have a
continued prominent part to pluay in the ser-
humanitv. The amateurs ol
Switzerlund are proud of the fact that they
were given the opportunity to show whit can
be done hy amateurs™ when called
upon to do a mans job
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“Just been on 2 but it's as dead as a doornail . . i




